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We begin 400 years ago, with our first printed documents

Ge[egl’dfl.]?y 90 years of magicians of Northamptonshire.

The Northamptonshire witch trials mainly refer to five executions
carried out on July 22, 1612 at Abington Gallows, Northampton.

1926 - 20/6

“The alleged witches were gathered together in Northampton Castle,
which was also where the trial was held.”
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There were six accused, two of these were a mother and daughter, Agnes
Browne and her daughter, Joan Browne (or Vaughan).

(A coincidence as one of the founding members of NMC was also named
Vaughan).

Mistress Belcher took a dislike to Joan and accused her of putting a curse
on her. After that she is said to have fallen ill and was reported to have
sent her brother to try to lift the curse. As William approached the
cottage he said an invisible force held him back.

“They were kept in prison until July 22 when they were taken to Abington
Gallows (now in Abington Park) and hanged.

Northampton has the dubious boast of having the first recorded use of
water ordeal to test witches.

The last official witch execution was at the gallows in Exeter in 1684,
when Alice Molland was hanged in Exeter.

However, the last executions for witchcraft in Northamptonshire are said
to have taken place in 1705. There is some controversy surrounding
them.

Allegedly two women: Elinor Shaw and Mary Philips, were burned at
Northampton in 1705 for witchcraft. Their crimes were made by a jailor
who had threatened to put them in irons, they reputedly made him
dance naked in the courtyard for a full hour.

The Witchcraft Act was a law passed by the Parliament of the Kingdom of

Great Britain in 1735 which made it a crime for a person to claim that any
human being had magical powers or was guilty of practising witchcraft.
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This article is taken
from The Northampton
Mercury in 1770.

Thankfully by this time
mentality had changed
and the accusation of
witchcraft is here
described as being a
ridiculous assertion.
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“Magic!” A Weird and Wonderful Night with Northampton Necromancers
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1929 - Northampton Magic Circle at the Town Hall for the General Hospital.
Left to right are: Will Vaughan ("The Spirits are here"),

Archie Tear (manipulative magic). Phil Scott and W. R. Austin (electricians), Ken
Hanning (stage manager), Chass Lewis and "Joie" (ventriloquism and paper
magic), Rev. Trevor Lewis, R. D. (magic introduction), Norton Wilward, W.
Roberts, S. Burdett and Steward Norman (vocalist). Seated: Miss Marshall, Mr. A.
Valentine (President), and Mr. C. L. Malone produces a lady from a chocolate
box, M. P. Below (left) is Mr. Valentine's piece de resistance - the guillotine trick.

Arthur Valentine
The Guillotine Trick - February 1929
President of The NMC from 1926 - 1945
Died June, 1952
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A Brief History of the Origins of
The Northamptonshire Magicians' Club

By the late Archie Tear
(NMC President 1946 - 1947, 1958 - 1959, Hon. Life Member of
the NMC, and Past President of the I. B. M. British Ring)

"The idea of an association of magicians in Northampton
was first born around a table in the newly-opened cafe attached
to the Exchange Cinema, sometime in 1925. The late Arthur
Valentine was manager of the café and an enthusiastic amateur
conjurer and delighted in amusing customers with some of his
favourite pocket tricks. | remember him performing the well-
known "Cap and Pence" effect with a stack of half-crowns and
changing them into gold sovereigns which were common
currency in those balmy days.

I was then a young and very keen amateur magician and
spent a lot of time in the café and became very friendly with
Arthur Valentine. It was customary for local businessmen and
office staff in those days, to leave their places of business and
indulge in 'elevenses' each morning at one of the cafés in the
centre of the town. The prowess of Arthur Valentine as a
magician at the Exchange Café soon became known to the
regular customers and he spent a lot of time entertaining them,
whilst they refreshed themselves with a morning cup of coffee.
He must have been one of the original 'close-up' magicians and
was an expert in handling the 'De Land Dollar Deck' and
mystified us all with the clever effects obtainable with that pack
of cards. He once told me he would rather leave his wallet at
home than be without his pack of De Land cards.
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Valentine suggested that we form a Club and invite
local magicians to join and requested me to act as
Honorary Secretary and to contact all interested parties.
Two of the best known local magicians refused to take
an interest, preferring to keep their secrets to
themselves. Eventually we called a meeting at the
Exchange Café and the Northampton Brotherhood of
Magicians came into being sometime in 1926. The
original members were - Arthur Valentine (Pres.), Archie
Tear (Hon. Sec. and Treasurer), Ken Hanning, Phil Harris,
Harold Howard, Percy Rushton, Will Vaughan, Rev. Trevor
Lewis, Syd Burdett, Ronald Austin and Billy Dooley.

Sometime in 1926, the late Alfred Summers of
Wellingborough heard of the club and applied for
membership and thus became our first county member.
We received applications from other interested
magicians in the county and it was Alfred Summers that
suggested that the name of the club should be changed
to include the county and in 1927 the title of the club
was altered to the Northamptonshire Magicians' Club.

Since those far off days, the Club has gone from
strength to strength and has a record membership and
reputation second to none in the magical world. It is
particularly pleasing to me to note the flourishing
condition of the Club and the happy atmosphere
obtained at meetings. The recent influx of young
magicians and the advice and assistance so readily given
to them by the older and more experienced members,
augurs well for the future of the Northants. Magicians'
Club in particular and Magic in general."
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HOW IS IT DONE? The Northampton Magicians' Club present one
of the most baffling mysteries of modern times.

Would you like a blindfolded member of the above Club, to
return your application to your home, together with a voucher to
the value of £1 1s. 0d., to be exchanged with any member of the

Chamber of Trade.

If so, send your name and address in an envelope, marked in the
top left hand corner,

"B.W." to the Chamber of Trade, 19, Gold Street, Northampton, by
Saturday, October 19th. On Friday, October 25th, at 7p.m.,
from the Fountain Steps on the Market Square,

His Worship the Mayor, Alderman Burrows,
will select from all the envelopes received,
the lucky one.

The selected envelope will be placed still unopened, under the
hat of a member of The Magic Circle,
who previously has been blindfolded
with a pad of cotton wool over each eye,
stuck on with adhesive tape,
and again blindfolded
by a prominent Northampton Doctor,

How can he deliver the voucher, how can he find his way
through the streets of Northampton,
and perhaps deliver your application
and voucher?

This daring experiment has baffled the people of
five Continents.

Northampton Festival October 21-26th 1935
Blindfold Walk

by Ken Hanning
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NMC Presidents

2017-2018
2010-2017
2008 -2010
2006 - 2007
2004 - 2006
2000 - 2004
1999 - 2000
1998 - 1999
1996 - 1998
1995 - 1996
1994 - 1995
1993 - 1994
1992-1993
1991 - 1992
1990- 1991
1989 - 1990
1987 - 1989
1986 - 1987
1985 - 1986
1984 - 1985
1983 - 1984
1982 - 1983
1981 - 1982
1980 - 1981
1979 - 1980
1978 - 1979
1977-1978
1976 - 1977
1975-1976
1974 - 1975
1973-1974
1972-1973
1970- 1972
1969 - 1970
1968 - 1969
1967 - 1968
1966 - 1967
1965 - 1966
1964 - 1965
1963 - 1964
1962 - 1963
1961 - 1962
1960 - 1961
1959 - 1960
1958 - 1959
1957 - 1958
1956 - 1957
1955- 1956
1954 - 1955
1953 - 1954
1952-1953
1951-1952
1950- 1951
1949 - 1950
1948 - 1949
1947 - 1948
1946 - 1947
1945- 1946
1926 - 1945

Matthew Garrett
David Miller
Kevin Burke

Roy Gilbert
Steve Dimmer
Richard Stupple
Mark Farrar
David Penn
Richard Stupple
John Shaw
Simon Green
Anthony Owen
Mick Hanzlik
Ron Massey

Roy Gilbert
Charles Bridgewater
Ric Ellam

John Lee

Pete Savage
Alan Norman
Ken Hawes
Bruce Bellringer
Maurice Phillips
Jim Adams
Neville "Pip" Ayris
Richard Stupple
Graham Wilson
David Parriss
Ken Hawes

W E Middleton

P Biseker

Reg Gayton
Ceril Ayres

Keith Nicholson
Colin Hooton

N K Woodger
Colin Hooton
Walter Ashdon
John Lee

Reg Gayton
Vernon W Jackson
Geoff T Hull

B Brown

D B Hopkins
Archie Tear

A E"Sandy" Webster
Frank Jones

Reg Gayton

Rev L A Ewart
John Poole

JE Powell
Walter Ashton
Arthur Valentine
EENewell

H H Howard

P L Harris

Archie Tear

Will Vaughan
Arthur Valentine

Page 11

Goodliffe performs The Leg Chopper
with Bronwen Jones 31st October 1946
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Archie Tear 1906 - 1986
NMC President 1946 - 1947, 1958 - 1959

Archibald Edwin Tear was born on October 28, 1906.
He was a founder member of the NMC, and had held every office
including President from 1946 - 1947 and again from 1958 - 1959.

He was one of the first magicians to be televised, performing on a
programme from the Baird Television Studios in 1932.
He also appeared in the Panorama television programme in 1958 and
then in an experimental colour television demonstration in 1959.

Tear was made an honorary life member of The I.B.M. in 1950 and was
Past President of the I.B.M. British Ring No. 25 in the years 1958-59.
He was also a member of The Magic Castle and The Inner Magic Circle.
Following his move, he joined the Lincoln Society of Magicians.

an enketacner of clistinetion
presescs
MAGIC * MIRTH and MYSTERY
SUPERB AFTER.DINNER ENTERTAINMENT--AMAZING AND AMUSING MAGIC
SPECIAL "FUNJURING™ SHOW FOR CHILDREN'S PARTIES

REFINED AND NOVEL ENTERTAINMENT FOR MASONICS, CONCERTS, CABARET, BANQUETS, SCHOOLS, &c

3 M. Archie Tear i ber ¢ Megic  Cirel ndos W
o seherhoad of

SOME RECENT PRESS OPINIONS

3 name to conjere with .

ARCHIE TEAR

of
LONDON, PROVINCIAL & TELEVISION CONCERTS

“WELWYN' . 84 NORTHAMPTON ROAD . WELLINGBOROUGH . Northants  Telephens Wellingborough 1040
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Billy Dooley (1899 - 1991)
who performed as Benson Dulay

was in the 1930s the only professional
magician at NMC. He designed and

By the 1950s he was playing the
London Palladium almost annually.

Right Hand Photo: Benson Dulay
12th June 1936
with his Stop, Caution, Go lllusion.

A trick which he invented, and
performed for the first time at the
magicians' matinee on behalf of
Mansfield Hospital on 27th June,
arranged by the British Ring of the
1.B.M.

built illusions and was a star illusionist.
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& Ierald
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BILLY DOOLREY, the Nnvlll:uvlgl on (lluslenist (third from loft) ana
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Auntie
Dick’s
Letter

My Dear Boys and Girls,

f you who came tom
il cemember M. Billy Decley, the
vell-} n  North I ici
ho_gave us & very exciting maglic per.
;:.-mf::._ Since then, several of our
members have been enormously leen

rackiey porformance,

on magic and 1 know they will be de-
lighted to hear the Eood news I have
to e}l them this week.,

My, Dooley has kindly promised to
write one or two articles about some
simple tricks which Metry Comrndes
can try for themselves. se tricks
are those Mr. Dooley did when he first
started conjuring, and he feels sure
that boys and Fxrk will manage to do
them quite well if they follow the in-
structions carefully. ou must look
out for these ** Magic " articles, which
will appear in the *‘ Mercury and
Herald ™" shortly, 1 am sure you will
all wan® to thank Mr, Docley for this
kindly offer. It Is not often magicians
give away their secreis, and we are
very grateful indeed to him,

saw him top v:

MAGICIAN HELPS
COT FUN

=
“WONDER” SHOW AT

—_——

NEW TRICKS

own Hall at Brsckiey
Was when on Fri-
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appreciated.
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d some melodio
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The Four Mystie Malds in songs and
dances campleted s particularly ctt =
me.
nterval Mr Dooley >
Dick™ of the Merry

COMIC magician Benson Du Lay of "3 S
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bills, apvear at the London P

g

pagues

4

the boards around Britain with
Formby, Sophie Tucker., Max

i

B RSETETE giae at ©

92.
mthlruen,torunnm‘l.nnmho British sereeps.

variety the Internat

person  and

| h

i )

"“W‘ Is most recent product
~ Guillotine to the magical fra v

~ roceived orders for ov!rmm~.ﬁh:

Benson Dulay was very successful
and worked on bills with George
Formby, Sophie Tucker and Max

Miller.
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He knows his way
around blindfold

MAGICIAN Jelirey Atking Is preparsd for his blindfold shopping trip.

A touch of magic for
Northampton’s Festival o
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“SEE WITH THE
FINGER TIPS”

—_— 7
BLIND-FOLDED WALK TO
HIDDEN ADDRESS
—_———
FESTIVAL FEAT

pa—

& MAN walked Blindfoldad theough
Northumpton Inst might to present
a prize to a successful entrant in a com-
petition, the address of whom be hael
not been o'l
It was the Festival Week demon-
stration of a fent of magic. A lurge
crowd witnessed the performanes,
Mr. Arthar \nlnmmu who an-
nounced x:] re{'nvﬁl to tlhe feal M
“'seei with the linger tps.
R ine was bimdtolded by Mr.
A. E. Tear (secretary of the North-
amplon Magicians® Club), on the Mar-
| ket Sﬁ:an. 'l'll’xe entries Ilor lsla.a oot
petition, numbering near
Jaced i o hat ‘ thoylhyor of
& lemnu A !

ortham;
selected m lll

then sei off bunamﬁ o find

the ]udzy applicant,  Alter a pre-
circu of the Market lqun.

he tﬁe«l np Abington-sireet, fol-

lowed large crowds. I

Abmgton-uqnm, hoe  turned the

Monnts, and nop‘{»"ng outsl a 38,
Upper Mounts Sludios)
nocked al the door 'Ibls was open

Mr. Basf |4

R tick, the suecu!.sln

man, who was presented with
youcher \llued of a guinea, to be
mah;oﬁe or goods - from any membet
of the nr!.hnmpum (.hw:l.veznl

OF U.SA. ORIGIN
: hampton doctor who, it had
Woerhalaivonr g s o T 1

Meecury & eral®  une 1 10
A Great Afternoon of
Magic for CHILDREN

Town Hall, Northampton
SATURDAY, June 24th, at 245 pm.

. ) A i 2
Admission—Children 6d. & 1/, Adules 1/- & 2/-
———
m-“dh “.“ MQ’*

BT |

ia-ﬂ--n-d-

faeeeney & Beeald  yoveunen 1

SCHOOLBOY MAGICIAN

NORTHAMPTONS 16 - years - old
boy magician, Billy Williams, is
again in the news. Following his
success with his “Coronation” and
other illusions, his inventive brain
has devised fresh mysteries for the
winter evenings, among them
improvement on wen-knm'vn
“trunk escape.”

Although most of his evenings are
spent in either fulfilling engage-
ments or constructing new appara-
tus for his illusions, he is careful
that his hobby does not interfere
with his work at the Northampton
Town and County School.

The youngest member of the
International Brotherhood of
Magiclans, Bmy comes of a
theatrical famil belnti related to
the famous B llams, “The
man in the velvet snit who created
that popular song of pre-war years
“The Taxi-meter Car.”

The Mystic Hand
Northampton Mercury
18th June 1937

There were numerous attractions,
including “The Mystic Hand,” pre.
sented by Mr. 8. R. King, Professor
L. Goff, Mr. P. L. Harris, Mr. Billy
Murdin, and Mr, Archie Tear, under
the auspices of Northamptonshire
Magicians’ Club. Miss Beryl Evans,
the English Shirley Temple gave
Impressions from Shirley Temple
nlms. Billy Williams, the boy illus-
lonist, presented escapes from
trunks and boxes; Miss Vera Petut
appeared with her ballet dancers,
accom%nnled at the uno by Mrs,

Percy Bullock, Ernest uu.
ton gave a ahorc concert of son
Earls Barton Silver Band was er
the direction of Bandmaster W,
Groome.

Stalls and stallholders were: Vie-
Ewart; congrega-
tional stall, Mrs. Ben Houuht.tmx
Mrs. Willam Tucker; Mothers'
Union, Mrs. J. E. White, Mrs. H.
Barton, Mrs. B. Shefleld: cakes,

Stalls and stallholders were: Vie-
arage stall, Mrs, Ewart; congrega-
tional stall, Mrs. Ben Houghton,
Mrs. Willlam Tucker: Mothers'
Unlon, Mrs. J. E. White, Mrs, H.
Barton, Mrs. B. Sheflield; cakes,
Mrs. W. L. Knight, Mrs. M. Stur-

ess, Miss M. White; lemonade,

urse Clifton (who also or anlsed
a cushlon competition), Mrs.
Mrs, Piggott. Teas were served by
the Mothers’ Union,

81deshows were arranged by Mr

Partridge, Mr. A, Simpson,
I-‘ White (akimcs) Lieut. L. Mma
and members of the Church Lads’
Brlxnde Captain E. Welch, and
Lieut. P. Pearce and members of
the Gir] Guldes (bubbles and s ln-
ning wheel). The CLB. also
charge of the darts. Mrs. N. Swr-
gess r=old buttonhcles. The gate.
keeper was Mr. H, Barton. Mr. Erle
Pettitt and Miss F. Simpson ar-
i‘_xanged parties for “The Mystic
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Mercury & Herald 30th June 1933
Magic Matinee

R

6th August 1937
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Northampton Mercury
23rd June 1939

Edward Pearce with
his new car.

Page 21 Page 22



Christmas Children's Show by Reg Gayton
The NMC disbanded during World War 2.
but magicians including Reg Gayton performed magic during the war.

gz BRITISH LEGION i

Patrom ¢ Lawoy. Gux, B JOUN BROWN, KB TAL, D40, IO, Iy, bb
Vradend

Mn. WILLIAN CARM.
ViasFremients

M3, W, V. WILSON

Mx A T ARHBY
% 5. CROALL, wnn

Vil hnisman :
Mx P A HOWES

Uepnry Vice.Charmcn
M. 1L €. KTNGETON

Itom, Trasswrar

K
v M. . DLAIK.

4 & 5, THE ARCADE TR

MOBERT M. NEWDOX
NORTHAMPTON

Banbers
Telophone 1137

NATiHAL PROVINGIAL HANKE, Lo

7
s Oun e LS

17th January 1944,

ir R. Gayton,
97 Parkfield Avenue,
Sorthampton,

Dear Nr Gayton,

Un behalf of my Committee I desire to
8a8y a very sincere 'thank you' to you for the continued
services you are rendering this Sranch of the British
Leglon, by visiting the various Hospitals.

1 do want you to know that the Committee
is most appreciative of the very fine work and
co-operation that you are rendering, asnd although such
services may not be sung from the house tops, y&u may
rest assured that not only is it widely apprecisted, but
that it is doing a real amount of good to the patients
themselves in helping their recovery.

With kind regards.

Youwrs sincerely

P,

; ’] (s L nJd

Secretary.

ronTIANFTON

REGIONAL  ENTERTAINMENTS
FoucE.
. W, Cove

e

Trow

Oammisze
Mr Malesmn Sweh U

Sevnt M. Eecreronee

™ gu

COMMITTEE

Qerdon Siaitar
Canelh 3. Tvenss Lo, Mr W Cope Darmmsa
—

Wi AL e, Mr. Oecrge Lewts

M G L Tateem, Mro 8 Meskosesny

This is the brief and factusl story of o
voluntury effort

JPARINENS ware tho membons of e Norib
ety Cuorn
Baing 3eiletes Wnsded
Comoert Porties. Tho
lake entestainment 0
A, sod gumbers of e
iy or under training i
i every curnes of

mtice

1o the sppreciatiun of s wd wososn o

the Services, and the dnfrat of Glant Mecedon—
a0 will duseribied 55 the wOTst enemy of $coops
In tralnteg—lay e full rwsrd of o great
schisvement
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With the outbreak of War, several members went to the
Forces so the Club was temporarily suspended. On July 30th,
1945, old and new members met to recommence the Club and
since then the Club has grown in numbers and strength.

The Club meets monthly at the Roadmender Club in Broad
Street by the courtesy of the Roadmender Trustees and the
Warden. An Annual Supper and Euntertainment is held ; also
an Annual Night of Magic in which members display their abilities
to the Public ; also once a year a Contest is held for the Eric Lewis
Cup, awarded to the member who gains the highest marks in the
Annual Contest.

In April, 1945, the Club made application, and was admitted
to the National Association of Magical Societies, and they are
proud to act as hosts to the Association on this occasion when
their Quorterly Meeting is held in Northampton, and to welcome
their many friends to the representative Magical Entertainment
put on by members of Clubs affiliated to the N.A.M.S.
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Members of NMC directly after World War Il

Members of
The Northamptonshire Magicians’ Club

MR. WiLL VauGHAN, 47, Lorne Road, Northampton.

Mr. Eric C. Lewis, Magikraft Studios, 32 Vernon Street,
Northampton.

MgR. P. Harris, 110, The Drive, Northampton.

MR. ArcHIE TEAR, White Lodge, 75, Wellingborough Road,
Rushden.

MRr. A. VALeENTINE, Daulby House, Duston, Northampton.
MR. R. Gayron, 97, Parkfield Avenue, Delapre, Northampton.
Mgr. H. Howarp, 20, Newland, Northampton.

MR. G. KiNG, 19, Birchbarn Way, Whitehills, Northampton.
MRr. G. TurNER, 24, Grange Road, Kettering.

Mg. Ivax FowLER, 25, Willoughby Place, Rugby.

MR. Stuart O’NELL (Serving in H.M. Forces).

MRr. W. WALDING, 6, Cedar Road, Northampton.

Mr. B. C. Pearck, 11, Woburn Road, Kempston, Bedford.
MR. R. E. BLIGHT (Serving in H.M. Forces).

MRr. LLew JoNEs, 25, Wellington Street, Bedford.

Miss Bronwen Jonges, 25, Wellington Street, Bedford.

Rev. C. AyroN-WiLLiams, Chelveston Vicarage, Higham Ferrers,
Northants,

MR. J. E. PoweLL, 86, Brunswick Streer, Leamington Spa.
Mge. B. BrowN, 56, Water Eaton Road, Bletchiey.

Mg. W. AsuroN, 32, Brunswick Street, Northampton, -

MR. H. FruisH, 36, Cranford Road, Kingsthorpe, Northampton.
Mgr. F. Moorg, 32 Alexandre Road, Northampton.

Mg, J. PooLg, 21, St. Edmund’s Road, Northampton.
MasTer G. HuTLEY, Liberal Club, St. Giles’ Street. Northampton,
MRr. L. Barrows, 88, Balmoral Road, Northampton.

MR. Georrrey Hurr, 39, Elmhurst Avenue, Northampton.
MR. S. Burpgrt, 76, Loyd Road, Northampton.

MRr. N. WyN-TavLor, 172, Kimbolton Road, Bedford.

Mz. E. E. NewaLL (B.A.O.R.).
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A very topical performance was
that of Mr. Will Vaughan (presi-
dent of the club) in which he pro-
duced 20 cigarettes from

MR WILL VAUGHAN per- .
forming his cigarette trick.

Above: Mr Will Vaughan NMC President 1945 - 1946
Below: Eric C Lewis 1908 - 1993

The Magician Moderne

Conjuring need not  be old-fashioned,
sultable only for children. Eric C, Lewis
presents Magic in the modern way; a clean
artistic perfi full of delightful humour.
Mugic streamlined to meet modern conditions
of eatertainment,

* Erie C. Lewis entertained in his charming
whimsical maaner ' was n recent report which
neatly cpitomises the act. Skilled in sleight-
of-hand, quick of wit, his performance is
appreciated  everywhere.

If you hold children's parties or school
entertainments, Mr. Lewis can adapt his style
o the occusion.  Also, if you desire, he can, by
special arcangement, compere your concert,

g and giving
continuity 1o the show.

histicated Comjuring Act

Page 27 Page 28



Eric Lewis (1908 - 1993) with Robert Harbin (1908 - 1978)

Volume 34 — No. 2 — October, 1969 — 75¢

Robert Harbin (born Ned Williams)
is noted as the inventor of a number of classic illusions, including the Zig
Zag Girl. He also became an authority on origami.

Peter Warlock writes of Eric Lewis,

"A man of so many talents, a fine artist, craftsman supreme, inventor,
historian, and performer. Generous in giving to others so much from his
bounty of knowledge...

Just prior to his death Eric was able to see in Huntington Beach California
the re-opening of the Eric Lewis Magikraft Studio with his son Martin
carrying on the creation of quality magic apparatus."
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Genii Magazine 1969

OUR COVER

Forry Eight Years A Nat

November of 1008 o wus OFy “The Eric Lewis Story’,,

By Erlc C. Lewis ‘

short supply. One
odl¢ Heense sued yearly, to

quota w
had cc

wood, and only a small yearly ketch, Maybe I'll wr

Eric Lewis and Reg Gayton began Magickraft Studios,
manufacturing and selling tricks. Magickraft is run today by
Martin Lewis (Eric's son), in the USA.

Reg Gayton
(NMC President 1955-56,
1963-64, 1972-73)
(pictured with Mab Gayton)

Was a member of the club
directly after its reformation after
the wartime break. During the
war with "Stars in Battledress" he
gave his shows under all kinds of
conditions. He developed an
impressive mind reading act with
his wife and stage partner, Mab.
He was an Associate of The Inner
Magic Circle. He died in 1989.
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Above: 31st October 1946
4th from Right Reg Gayton, 3rd Right Wally Ashton,
Far Right Archie Tear, 4th from Left Eric Lewis
Below: 19th October 1948
NMC Night of Magic at Central Hall, Kettering

Reg Gayton 7th February 1948
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Reg Gayton 1958
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REG GAYTON mass

July 1958
Actual Billboard displayed in the foyer of
The New Theatre Northampton
just one month later the theatre closed its doors.
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NEW THEATRE

NORTHAMPTO

The New Theatre 84 Abington Street, Northampton, NN1 2AP

was opened on 9th December 1912, and was designed by noted

theatre architect W.G.R. Sprague. It was first operated as a variety

theatre and famous ilusionist ‘Ramases’ topped the opening bill.
The New Theatre was demolished in 1960.

Today, a branch of the clothing store Primark stands on the site.

Reg Gayton
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Who was the first female member of NMC?

Judy King of Northampton became a member of the IBM back in 1940,
but she was not a member of NMC at this time.

Lucy E Copson - joined in 1949. Lucy may be the first 'woman' member
as she joined the senior part of the club.

Bronwen Jones, daughter of Llew Jones, won the senior stage
competition (normally open to over 21s) in 1947.

Therefore Bronwen Jones was the first female member having won the
stage competition in March 1947, (she was also listed as a member of
NMC on the 'Magic Matinee' programme of 1945), the earliest
membership list which shows her and Lucy Copson is for 1948-49.

fercury & Peeald wanon o1, 1o

ma-mmr.n-.auq

On Saturday 1st March 1947,
"Bronwen" just 16 years old beat all
the senior competitors to win the
Annual Stage Competition Cup.
Bronwen Jones later to become
Bronwen Golding was the daughter
of long-time member Llew Jones.




MERCURY & HERALD, FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 1Y, 1918,
MAGICIANS SHARE cuPp

oﬁ?ﬁgd pannml emnpe&:i:;
for the Eric Lewis Cup at the Road-
mender Boys ‘on

ox

”%mw.‘ﬁm&"??ﬁ“
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MERCURY & HERALD, FRIDAY,

Tﬂl RE'S M. IN!'

MARCH 12, 1948

Mr, P.'L Harris, President
m
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NORTHAMPTONSHIRE MAGICIANS' CLUB

ANNUAL

Dinner and Show

Angel Hotel, Northampton
Saturday, March 5th, 1955

%

President - Rev. L, A. EWART

Fuzp Frrer or Prace
Taxrare Savcx

ROAST CHICKEN
Haran Savck STURFING
CHIPoLATA Sausass
CavnirLowes Wirrr Savcy
Roast axp Cerassn Porarars

Camzny Putt AND Cheam
or

Pracas Mersa

Conmsy axp Hiscurrs

TOASTS LIST

To Propose To Respond
Tuz Pussoant
" HER MAJESTY THE QUEEN "

Covncities Joux Poorn
“THE MAYOR AND MAYORESS
OF NORTHAMPTON *

T Wosssrror Tun Mavoa
(Alderman J. V. Collier)
Rov, € Avron Wiizoams

THE NORTHAMPTONSHIRE
MAGICIANS' CLUB ™

T Preswomny

PRESENTATION OF TROPHIES
NM.C Cup <« W. MIDDLETON
Liew, Jones Cup W. ASHTON

P. L. Haszmiz, Eso.
“THE VISITORS"
R W, Fomn, Hsq

Master of Coremomier—H. HoLy Howazn

Corrm
DpssERT
PROGRAMME
PROF, WILLIE TWISTEM - Cup Winner, 1065
EDDIE WARD © = The OMcial Decelver
GEOFFREY SANDERS - - - .  Tenor
ARCHIE TEAR - - - - und His Magic
INTEAVAL

RAM DAS AND KIM  LBM, Cup Winners, 1065
(Brighion Convension)

VERNON JACKSON - - .  Entertsiner

GEOFFREY SANDERS - - Tenor

FRED WILES - The Comedy Canjurer
Compere—

Annual Dinner and Show 1955
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Mr Walter Ashton
President 1951 - 52, 1965 - 66

Club, at
- always besn .-.“' leted trick was rec Cecilfa; Roy Johnson
m%‘:"m.u be a conjuror” [Ample reward for the hours of||ter: and Devoiyn and Areas
he said. *as I feel sure that practice which each ono need in Brotherhood  of
of the audiences I speak to wwouid lelans Cup winners of 1955
have rather seen & conjuring “ng Vernon Jackson mu
was delighted and David Greaves ttenor), sang

bz: &?‘.‘z‘ thh.s wwm three -om '.l‘bo pianist was

ought their husbands mad, for
t:m‘ @ little madness the
world would be very dull indeed.
R e et g
B President D Hopkins 1959 - 60 with Reg Gayton
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Decembor 14th, 1030, Northempion Independent. 31

This Was REALLY %
* * A Wizard Party!

- MAGIOIAN " SANDY " WEBSTER
dimppearmy” birds, (Bee * The diaappemugv

e . Children's Hospital, where his
boy with the provergfalapock % oyga,‘gwas whospdw.l

tricks. He grave his first “«
» " was unab take
o TGO B
Council-sponsored = Corley field fast night. i b

Aban, llr anllkw

R
bt
‘:2 Will Vaughan 'J

is “props™ for a show,

zrnrames of the Imternational Brotherhood of Magicians |
(Britlsh Ringl awko attended a aummor “ plonfo ® gt Overstone
.nsmnmmt, interasted in a colowred dove act performed by
Devolun (left) a,mt Irens, Oﬂnfs (left to right) ave: My, Archis
Zear, Mr. W. G, Strickland racmtom), 7. Genffrey Robinson
(progident), and Mr, Reyg G s r , Nort) 1 F

I8
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Past Presidents of NMC

Above: Mr "Sandy" Webster
President of NMC from 1957 - 1958
with the Mayor and Mayoress of

o—0—0—0—0—0—0——0—0—0—0—0—0—0—0—0—0—0

NORTHAMPTONSHIRE MAGICIANS' CLUB Northam ton
PRESENT p
A NIGHT OF MAGIC - .
3. Below: Mr William Middleton aka Cup Competition at Kingsthorpe Community Centre,
e . Professor Willie Twistem. on 20th February 1962.
WEDNESDAY, SEPT. 27, 1950, President of NMC from 1974-1975

From Left to Right:

TROGRAMME,
1. CLIVE ELLIOTT .. K < v “If's Magic ™
’z ::&qucuﬂsud& S Vc:rrﬂoqu.&t Colin Hooton President 1968 - 69
4 ARCHIE TEAR . .. .. Mosipdats Magh Keith Nicholson President 1969 - 70
INTERVAL. John Lee President 1964 - 65
A e s Wally Ashton President 1951 - 52
7. PRED, FRANCESCA & MARIANA ..  Speciadity David Parriss President 1976 - 77
S o i Reg Gayton President 1955 - 56,63 - 64, 72 - 73
THE KING. Bill Middleton President 1974 - 75
Accomparis—EDGAR WARD. Norman Woodger President 1967 - 68
Geoff Hull [seated] President 1961 - 62
PROGRAMME, 3¢, Lucky Number Ho
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Charles Goodliffe Neale (1912 — 1980)
created the weekly magazine Abracadabra and was a supplier of
church furniture and a magic creator

Left to Right:
Goodliffe with Ken
Savage

Left to Right:
Des King, Wally
Ashton, Mr & Mrs
Goodliffe

Page 49

Above: 1965 NMC Club Meeting at The Franklins Gardens Hotel

Left to Right: Alan Fraser, Cyril Ayres (President 1970 - 72) , Bill Middleton,
Ken Hawes, .., Ray McClellan (in straight jacket), Will Vaughan, Wally
Ashton, Norman Woodger, Reg Gayton, Ken Savage, Vernon Jackson
(President 1962 - 63)

NMC Show at Rushden 1966

Left to Right: Ray McClellan,
Alan Fraser, Colin Hooton, Bill
Middleton, Keith Nicholson,
Ken Hawes
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Norman K. Woodger
NMC President 1967 - 1968
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The Northamptonshire
Magicians’ Club

s !
MEMBERSHIP CARD

AND RULES

Name K&n, T, Alauden@sy

Year. FROTASE - DG

It's Magic Programme

e © e ©
From Coast to Coast, your Genial Host MAURICE PHILLIPS, Compere
ht, we ch it

Our Compere will tell you which

every night - ® keep yBu MYSTIFIED

1. s o M
2 S G Ty AR &
7 o camy g

e Ot 8
. Nanuun Bocese v O (L

MA Ic ) S SIS Sagt Sobr ®
L Kanw Mo Myhe! St

THAKK TOU for ey W sgpory i

124 Orea Aves, . Liguld Loary.
Vo ARTE TIM  Aasing el g Mg

’ 18 Srwam Carm e T
3 v MicLasias ans Lav  Myowey w thv v

AT s Bmm s B Puse Tume

wusic
Pk parimcns aud Ay N o b
i Arvens S

Froduces by N. K. WOODOER
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Above:
The Overstone Solarium was the

venue used for many of The NMCs
annual dinners.

Right: John Poole
NMC President 1953 - 1954
Photographed here in 1970.

NMC Annual Dinner 1969

Fogel presents the Bullet Catch

At (he Annual Dinner of the Northampton Magicians’
Club a feature of the programme was the act of
John Poole seen here performing the guillotine
illusion. Alderman Poole is probably one of the first
Mayors who is also a member of The Magic Circle,

and we wish him a happy sand successful term of
office.
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Above: Photographs from 1971 in The Overstone Solarium
Left Side, Left to Right: Richard Stupple and Ken Hawes
Right Side, Left to Right: George Hills and Ken Hawes
Below: 1973 Pub Gig
Left to Right: Alan Jones, Ken Hawes, Wally Ashton

Mr & Mrs Archie Tear
at The Overstone Solarium
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